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What Is a meme anyway?

Richard Dawkins: The Selfish
Gene (1976)

- Equivalent to genes

- Unit of cultural transmission
(ideas, symbols, practices)

- Between individuals &
generations

- Replication
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What is an internet meme?

~B€HAH'AM llﬂﬂﬂlN Cambridge Dictionary:

ldea, image or video that spreads
very quickly on the internet

- Usually image macros

- Oftentimes humorous,
sometimes critical and satirical

"IIIIN T BElIEME E\IEHYTHING _
YOU SEE llN THE INTERNET" - Non-mainstream or subcultural
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A controversial meme celebrity:

Pepe the Frog
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Another meme celebrity?

| "H w
i g )
Putin LePutin Petin

https://es.meme
droid.com/mem

utding . Ptuq qutin/ska eS/tag/pUtin
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Specifics of on-line communication

Internet isn’t mass media,
it's a communication
platform.

- Multi-access
- Multi-directional
- Interactive

2005: 1 billion users
2010: 2 billion users
2020: 4.5 bhillion users
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Are we closer to Habermas’s ideal?

Bourgeois public
sphere (18th-
19th century)

Rational &
critical

Mass society
public sphere
(20th century)

Emotional &
consumerized
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Information society
public sphere (21st
century)

Consumerized &
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How does communication work today?

Digital Gatekeeping - There are more active
Access Selection p‘tjll;'ljii:‘:;tz;fn G:;,;ill;Z;?si;g partiCi pants .

Bgli 1T — 1 T o - Old gatekeepers lose
g 5 N Algorithms _—:.:: Info —'ﬁi_"' "Z‘:;S T
53 - - control.
o % L Strategic [T Decentralized | News
ﬁ _g i Profeslsmnals —i—p e : / item .
.§ : Indivlidual :r_: Infc: News B Agenda-settlng becomes
< 1 Amateurs — Info "!'_—-—' em .
: St more complicated.

Iterative process over time
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Multi-step flows and opinion leaders
-

THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE

TWO STEP FLOW OF COMMUNICATION

How the Voter Makes Up His Mind
in a Presidential Campaign

: Personal
Inf lue nce

HAZEL GAUDET
'l'hc Pnn Played by People in the l"low of \h. (‘onnunkuion

SElihyKafi's
Paul F. Lazarsfeld g

With & new introduction by EYiHd 'Kal2"ind a foreword by Elmo Roper

NEW YORK

. OPINION LEADERS

Duell, Sloan and Pearce
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What does it mean for our discussion?

- Chaotic environment
- Limited control

The construction of a
public personais a
cultural battlefield with a
multitude of conflicting
Images.
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In Putin’s own words

“In contemporary
conditions my image and
name are a widely
marketed brand used by
anyone who feels like it.”

(Putinki 2004: 71)
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Putin memes: where to start?

1. Studying communicators?
Problem: unclear authorship
2. Studying impact?

Problem: wide-range empirical
study necessary

Content and context study more
feasible
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Mind the socio-cultural context

21st-century
communication:
rhetorical and
philosophical
Indeterminacy

Difficult to distinguish
between positive and
negative connotation,
derision and admiration

No meme here, just a casual

picture of Vladimir Putin ...

© Gennadi Kneper



U " B Departament d'Historia Moderna i Contemporania

Universitat Autdimoma de Barcelona

Putin’s intended image

Technocrat
Doer
Strongman

: £
I35 - i

bnarofaps emy Poccuio 3 o Muzhik

yBa)kaeT Becb mup !

Patriot

(Gorham 2013)

https://cont.ws/@berko
ot78/741464
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Putin’s unintended intended image

He hacked your emails. How democrats imagine Putin:

Now he's trying to hack our election.

#Demandpapersaiots L@E'S stop Putin.

https://me.me/t/putin?s=ne
wé&since=0,9dbdca23el7a
422calb9ala8addfless

Next Governor of Texas

Admin - @young_patriot_

https://me.mefilviadimir-putin- https://me.me/i/how-
loves-guns-loves-horses- democrats-imagine-
loves-hunting-next-governor- putin-admin-young-

3925111 patriot-5700943
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Russian takes on Putin (I)

MOf MEYTA ChIrPATb NEHWHA, PACNYTHHA ‘
HIH BAC, BNAAUMHP BNAAWMHPOBHY

OCKAP YTO JIK |
NOUEWIbY 3

—<

AA MIIE Iibl J10..
(‘ POGI}HHBHHH NMACNOPT

https://pikabu.ru/story/di_kaprio_rasskazal o svoikh_mechtakh 3929784 (2016)
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Russian takes on Putin (lI)

YTPOM MAXY BYTEPBPO/I

cpasy MbiCrnb - a kak Hapoa?

http://www.yaplakal.com/forum27/st/50/topic376791.htmI?hl=%EF%F3%F2
%E8%ED+%E8+%F5%F0%ES%ED%FC (2011)

© Gennadi Kneper



UNB

Universitat Autdimoma de Barcelona

Departament d'Historia Moderna i Contemporania

Russian takes on Putin (lll)

ITOYEMY ITYTHH KPAB? MOKA KTO TO CUJIUT B UHTEPHETE

a Bbl B MockBe-peke Kynanucbh?

OH rpe6eT 3a LecTepbIx

Why is Putin a crab? Toiling like a slave on a galley...

https://memepedia.ru/putin-krab/ https://mayday.rocks/pensionnaya-reforma-i-
prestarelye-raby-na-galere/
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Russian takes on Putin (IV)

o,

https://www.rosbalt.ru/like/2017/06/23/1625467.html (2017)
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Greetings from Ukraine

MMEET JIU ITIPABO CYMACIIEJIIINN

yNpaBnsaTb SAepHOV AepKaBoin?

https://bessarabiainform.com/2015/03 https://www.dsnews.ua/world/kak-sotsseti-
/luchshie-fotozhaby-na-putina-k-15- privetstvuyut-putina-s-dnem-rozhdeniya-
letiyu-koronacii/ fotozhaby--07102017114000
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Under Western Eyes ()

Sharing this Picture We in A

of Putin in Drag Now Though, So | will not
Will Get A ted h that but
in Ru:si;ou e :::z :n:r;oo!a ! lT SHOULD BE

PART OF RUSSIA. | ygy yeaNTIKEWITH AN AXED

fat. Rud

https://www.tumblr.com/search/vlad

imir%20putin%20meme Viadimir putin Memes
https://memebase.cheezbu

contains-vodka-it-should-be-part-

of-russia-
db94fe14ae8741019e8ac3a8c0439

680 _
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Under Western Eyes (ll)

ANONYMOUS SOURCES SAY THAT VLADIMIR PUTIN
MAY HAVE TIES WITH RUSSIA

SADIMIR PUTIN
MADIMIR PUTIN
https://www.tumblr.com/search/ https://www.boredpanda.co
Vladlmlr%ZOputln%ZOmeme m/putin_trump_he|sinki_
meeting-funny-
https://me.me/i/ladimir-putin- reactions/?utm_source=go
dadimir-putin-sadimir-putin- ogle&utm_medium=organic
‘ madimir-putin-eatlp-gladimir- &utm_campaign=organic
\J aad676fcc7d14db690ade7720f1
372c3
Russian meme names. Weird

russian singer. 2019-02-15
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L atino vision

EN LA ESCALA DE VLADIMIR ™ .
PUTIN GCOMO TE SIENTES HOY2 El sol recibiendo los rayos de Putin

https://www.dopl3r.com/memes/gracioso https://www.dopl3r.com/memes/graciosos/
s/en-la-escala-de-vladimir-putin-como-te- sol-recibiendo-los-rayos-de-putin/103971

sientes-hoy/81904 _
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Shakespearean dilemma

https://www.worldcrunch.com/world-affairs/vladimir-putin-chuck-norris-and-the-real-
world-power-of-internet-memes
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